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THE FIVE MAJOR WAYS OF INTERPRETING BIBLE PROPHECY THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW TESTAMENT, INCLUDING JESUS’ TEACHING MOST OFTEN REFERRED TO AS “THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE”


1. PRETERIST INTERPRETATION (A PAST-TENSE INTERPRETATION)

The PRETERIST way of interpreting the book of REVELATION, and THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE of Jesus Christ, is to look at it as a book whose prophecies HAVE BEEN FULFILLED IN HISTORY PAST.  In particular this view tends to see these events as having occurred by 70 A.D. when the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.
 
2. HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION (A PAST-TENSE AND REOCCURING-TENSE INTERPRETATION)

The HISTORICAL way of interpreting the book of REVELATION, and THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE of Jesus Christ, is to see it as a chronological sequence of events that began occurring AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AND WILL CONTINUE UNTIL HIS SECOND COMING TO EARTH WHEN HE ESTABLISHES HIS KINGDOM.

3. CYCLICAL INTERPRETATION (A PRESENT-TENSE AND REOCCURING-TENSE INTERPRETATION)

Similar to the HISTORICAL way of interpreting the book of REVELATION, and THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE of Jesus Christ, the CYCLICAL way sees these events as being fulfilled CYCLICALLY (OVER AND OVER AGAIN) all throughout history, beginning with the Early Church (after ACTS 2) and continuing until the present day.
 
4. IDEALIST INTERPRETION (A PRESENT-TENSE AND REOCCURING-TENSE INTERPRETATION)

The IDEALIST way of interpreting the book of REVELATION, and THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE of Jesus Christ, is the view held by most modern-day non-evangelical, often mainline Christian denominations who generally view the Bible as being inspired as in the sense of a nice painting and containing nice literature and moral standards, however not as being the inspired, solidly true Word of God.  This view sees the book of REVELATION, and THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE as being about the continuing war of good verses evil.
5. FUTURIST INTERPRETATION (A FUTURE-TENSE INTERPRETATION)

The FUTURIST way of interpreting the book of REVELATION, and THE MT. OLIVET DISCOURSE of Jesus Christ, sees the events beginning in REVELATION 5 as dealing with A TIME THAT IS YET TO COME – AND OFF IN THE FUTURE.  This view is based upon what I believe are the soundest methods for Biblical exegesis (the observation, interpretation and application of the Bible), including the looking to a literal interpretation of literal accounts, unless those accounts are said in the text itself to have an allegorical interpretation, or there is no other logical explanation.

For instance, when the book of REVELATION (or any other prophetic Bible passage) unfolds an event occurring where all of the life is destroyed in the ocean, the FUTURIST way of interpretation understands that this is a real historical event, and since there has never been a time in recorded history where this has occurred, the event must be future to both the writer of the book as well as to the reader.

This is the view of REVELATION that I hold to.  This view is also called the PREMILLENNIAL INTERPRETATION because it typically accepts a literal 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ upon earth as prophesied in REVELATION, and takes most Bible passages literally instead of interpreting all of it as allegorical. 

Among those who hold this view are those who believe that Christians and the church will be taken off the earth BEFORE THE 7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION (PRE-TRIB) that the book REVELATION speaks of.  Other Believers believe Christians will be taken off the earth in the MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION (MID-TRIB), while others believe Christians will be taken off the earth at the AFTER THE TRIBULATION (POST-TRIB).

I hold to a PAN-TRIB view – which states that I believe that everything prophesied in the Bible will PAN OUT IN THE END.  I am not a Bible teacher who has been highly schooled in ESCHATOLOGY, which is the study of end-times theology.  I say, “get ready and stay ready … keeping our eyes and hearts fixed on Jesus and on the Mission He’s called us to.”

For a fascinating, thorough, and balanced teaching on REVELATION, check out Revelation: Four Views: A Parallel Commentary, by Steve Gregg.  I don’t just like this book because of Steve’s last name!  He has been a friend of mine for nearly 20 years and I trust his scholarship.  Here’s a summary of the book from amazon.com, where Steve’s book has 52 reviews with an average rating of 5 stars out of 5 stars.

“An even-handed summary of the four traditional views of REVELATION in parallel columns.  This convenient presentation not only gives you the information you need on these key views, but also informs you about outstanding commentators on the book of REVELATION throughout much of church history.  A wonderful addition to any Bible study resource library.” 
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